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REPORT ON RESOLUTION ESTAB-

LISHING JOINT COMMITTEE TO 
REVIEW HOUSE AND SENATE 
MATTERS ASSURING CON-
TINUING REPRESENTATION AND 
CONGRESSIONAL OPERATIONS 
FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
Mr. DREIER, from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 108–141) on the concurrent 
resolution (H. Con. Res. 190) to estab-
lish a joint committee to review House 
and Senate rules, joint rules, and other 
matters assuring continuing represen-
tation and congressional operations for 
the American people, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME 
CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. RES. 
190, ESTABLISHING JOINT COM-
MITTEE TO REVIEW HOUSE AND 
SENATE MATTERS ASSURING 
CONTINUING REPRESENTATION 
AND CONGRESSIONAL OPER-
ATIONS FOR THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE 
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that it shall be in 
order at any time without intervention 
of any point of order to consider House 
Concurrent Resolution 190; 

The concurrent resolution shall be 
considered as read for amendment; 

The concurrent resolution shall be 
debatable for one hour equally divided 
and controlled by the chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Rules; and 

The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the concurrent 
resolution to final adoption without in-
tervening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BISHOP of Utah). Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
California? 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, re-
serving the right to object, maybe a 
little explanation about what we are 
doing would help. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend for yielding. 

We have, I am very happy to say, in 
the Committee on Rules worked with 
the minority to put into place an 
agreement where, under unanimous 
consent, we will establish a joint com-
mittee that will be addressing the issue 
of the continuity of Congress. We are 
going to be tomorrow working on this 
with the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
FROST), and this request will simply 
allow us to bring this measure up. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
withdraw my reservation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection.
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. TANCREDO addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. WAXMAN) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WAXMAN addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

TAX RELIEF FOR ALL AMERICANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday those opposed to tax relief came 
to the floor to wage an orchestrated 
campaign of disinformation against the 
Jobs and Growth Act. Having lost the 
battle to convince the voters that tax 
relief is fundamentally bad, and unable 
to win the legislative battle over pas-
sage of the tax cuts, Democrats are 
now engaged in damage control. That 
means that they will lie, twist and dis-
tort the truth about the benefits of the 
plan, benefits that extend to nearly 
every person who actually pays Federal 
income taxes. 

They were on the wrong side of the 
issue then, and they are on the wrong 
side of the issue now. At least they are 
consistent. 

Fortunately, Republicans have the 
truth on our side and we are also con-
sistent. We are consistently supporting 
legislation that will give working fami-
lies tax relief. 

The facts are that the tax cuts Re-
publicans passed will do these things: 

First, it will take an additional 3 
million low income families off the 
Federal tax rolls completely. Let me 
repeat this, because I know as soon as 
I am finished, an opponent of tax relief 
will say this bill does nothing for the 
working poor. This bill takes an addi-
tional 3 million low-income families off 
the Federal tax rolls completely. 

Second, we have also expanded the 10 
percent tax bracket and increased the 
standard deduction for married cou-
ples. Both of these provisions are tar-
geted to low and middle-income fami-
lies. 

Third, the decision at the center of 
this maelstrom of misinformation, the 
child tax credit. Republicans raised the 
child tax credit from $600 to $1,000 ef-
fective immediately. All those families 
with children who pay Federal taxes 
will be able to take advantage of this 
credit. 

Those who oppose the tax relief plan 
are claiming this provision ignores 
some families. Absolutely untrue. 
Families that pay zero Federal taxes 
will not get this tax credit because 
they are already exempt from paying 
any Federal taxes. This credit is for 
the millions of families that do pay 
Federal taxes, giving them tax relief. 

The frantic attempts to discredit the 
jobs and growth plan are proof of just 
how great these tax cuts are for hard-
working Americans. Those who oppose 
tax relief know that they have made a 
mistake and, instead of owning up to 
that mistake, they are trying to cover 
it up. 

Mr. Speaker, taxpayers should imme-
diately adjust the amount withheld 
from their paychecks for Federal in-
come taxes so that they feel the tax re-
lief as soon as possible. When Ameri-
cans start to keep more of their pay-
checks, when they get that child tax 
credit, they are going to remember who 
stood here and told them they did not 
deserve tax relief, and it was not the 
Republicans.

f 

WHERE IS THE JUSTIFICATION 
FOR WAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
it is very difficult to stand on the floor 
of the House to question whether those 
in power deliberately misled and de-
ceived the American people and the 
community of nations. However, the 
events in Iraq leave me no other 
choice. 

Our President, Secretary of State, 
Secretary of Defense and Undersecre-
tary of Defense told the men, women 
and children of this Nation and of the 
world that we must go to war in Iraq 
because the country had weapons of 
mass destruction. Time and time 
again, they told us that Iraq posed a 
clear and present danger to the health, 
well-being and life of our people. 

Why? Because Iraq had weapons of 
mass destruction and was prepared to 
use them or give them to terrorists 
who would use them. 

So where are the weapons that Presi-
dent Bush promised? 

Saddam is gone. For several weeks, 
American troops have been free to 
search Iraq. They have been free to 
search Iraq, virtually at will. Today we 
find no weapons of mass destruction. 
No chemical weapons, no biological 
weapons, no nuclear weapons. Nothing. 

Where are the weapons? Where is the 
threat? 

Mr. President, where is your jus-
tification for war? The credibility of 
this administration is at stake. 

Americans died in Iraq because Presi-
dent Bush told us that Iraq had weap-
ons of mass destruction. Children lost 
their mothers and fathers. Parents lost 
their sons and daughters. Women lost 
their husbands, and husbands lost their 
wives. 
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For what? 
Excuses and explanations cannot an-

swer this question. We need, we de-
serve, we demand justification. 

What justified the loss of American 
lives? What justified taking $100 billion 
out of the pockets of our children, our 
grandchildren and unborn generations? 

Three major American news organi-
zations have cited leaks from Federal 
intelligence officials that the Bush ad-
ministration manipulated intelligence 
about weapons of mass destruction, 
that the President and his advisers told 
the intelligence community to provide 
evidence to support the war in Iraq. 

In Britain, senior war correspondent 
Max Hastings, who supported the war 
against Iraq, wrote that ‘‘the Prime 
Minister committed British troops and 
sacrificed British lives on the basis of a 
deceit, and that stinks.’’

These accusations cannot go unan-
swered. We are not just talking about 
the veracity of the Bush administra-
tion. We are talking about the credi-
bility of the United States of America. 
Our Nation’s reputation is at stake. 

The next time we go to our allies, the 
next time we go to the United Nations, 
they will doubt what we say. Our en-
emies will be safer, and our citizens 
will be less secure. 

The President and members of his ad-
ministration have an obligation to 
come clean, to put their cards on the 
table and level with the American peo-
ple. What did they really know and 
when did they know it? 

They are the ones who toured the 
country, beating the drums of war. 
They are the ones who told the Amer-
ican people that we needed to go to 
war. They are the ones who traveled 
the globe campaigning for a war to 
save us all from weapons of mass de-
struction. 

In the name of our fallen soldiers, in 
the name of the credibility of the 
United States of America, in the name 
of what is right and just and true. 

We need an answer, and we need it 
now.

f 

JOBS AND GROWTH, TAX CREDITS 
AND SMALL BUSINESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, last 
Wednesday President Bush signed the 
Jobs and Growth Act of 2003, a bill that 
I was proud to cosponsor. As a former 
small businessman, I believe I know 
something about what it takes to help 
build businesses and create jobs. But 
although our bill had to be com-
promised, it still has the ability to cre-
ate more and better jobs for the Amer-
ican people. 

Yet there are some in this body who 
say that this legislation is not fair. 
They say there is not sufficient tax re-
lief for low income Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, number one, they are 
wrong; and, number two, this is just 

another example of Democrats trying 
to foment class warfare in America. 

Let us get beyond the usual class 
warfare rhetoric and examine the facts. 

First of all, for all practical purposes, 
low-income people do not pay income 
taxes. In fact, in this bill we take 3.7 
million Americans off the tax rolls. 
That is right, almost 4 million people 
who paid income taxes last year will 
pay no income taxes this year. None. 
How much more tax relief can you re-
ceive than having your tax bill torn up, 
thrown away, abandoned? 

These Americans join millions of 
other low-income Americans who have 
already been taken off the tax rolls in 
recent history. 

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, by low-
ering marginal rates, other low-income 
Americans benefit as well. Millions 
who were in the 15 percent tax bracket 
last year are now in the 10 percent tax 
bracket. More tax relief for low-income 
families. 

The net result now is this: The bot-
tom 50 percent of wage earners in 
America pay only 3.9 percent of the in-
come taxes. In other words, half of all 
Americans, low-income Americans, pay 
almost none of the national income tax 
burden. In contrast, the top 10 percent 
of wage earners in America pay almost 
two-thirds of the income taxes. 

Mr. Speaker, the critics of the jobs 
and growth bill fail to appreciate two 
other important facts: 

Number one, tax relief is for tax-
payers. If you do not pay taxes, you 
should not expect tax relief. 

Number two, if you want jobs, give 
job creators tax relief. Tax relief is 
about capital. You cannot have cap-
italism without capital. You cannot 
claim to love jobs and then vilify job 
creators. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that some in 
this body want to turn our Tax Code 
into a welfare system. Well, guess 
what? We already have a welfare sys-
tem. Fortunately, under a Republican 
Congress we have continued to move 
millions of Americans from welfare to 
work. And, to dispel the Democrat’s 
disinformation campaign, we have in-
creased Federal child care funding by 
166 percent. We have increased Federal 
funding for housing by 75 percent. And, 
just this past year, we committed $17 
billion to the TANF welfare program. 

Tax relief is different from welfare. 
Tax relief is about allowing taxpayers 
to keep more of what they earn, earn 
through their hard work, helping to 
keep them keeping more of their own 
wages for their own families.

b 2130 

Mr. Speaker, let us not forget, it is 
not the government’s money, it is the 
American family’s money. 

Furthermore, if critics of the Jobs 
and Growth Act truly care about low-
income people, they should join us and 
help us move them off of welfare 
checks and onto paychecks, move them 
up from smaller paychecks to bigger 
paychecks. In other words, these crit-

ics should help us join together and 
create more jobs. 

But Mr. Speaker, jobs are not created 
here in Washington, D.C. They are not 
created by the Federal Government. 
Jobs are created by hardworking risk-
taking visionary men and women who, 
when granted access to capital, will 
roll up their sleeves and work hard to 
create that next generation of software 
or that new automobile repair shop or 
that innovative sign painting company, 
or any other enterprise. That is where 
jobs come from. 

But Mr. Speaker, the number one im-
pediment to launching new job-cre-
ating enterprises in America is access 
to capital. That is why we cut capital 
gains and dividend taxes in this bill. 
Additionally, we have lowered mar-
ginal tax rates. That is important be-
cause 80 percent of the tax relief at the 
top marginal rate goes to small busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs. 

If we truly care about low-income 
families in America, let us quit trying 
to turn the Tax Code into a welfare 
system. If we want jobs, tax relief 
should go to job creators. If we want 
job fairness, then tax relief should go 
to taxpayers. 

f 

CHILD TAX CREDIT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BISHOP of Utah). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, our 
working families need a break. They 
need a break more than anyone in this 
country, especially since they bear the 
brunt of this weak economy. But, for 
some reason, the Bush administration 
continues to cast them aside in favor of 
the privileged few. 

Working men and women are the 
backbone of this Nation. They are the 
ones who struggle day in and day out 
to provide the bare necessities for sta-
ble, happy homes. They know how hard 
it is to balance work and family, and 
they need our support. 

The Bush administration, however, 
and the Republican leadership, in their 
faux ‘‘compassionate conservatism,’’ 
continue to slap working families in 
the face. They said that the recent tax 
cut bill would provide relief for all 
Americans. But here is the truth: in-
creases to the child tax credits were 
given to the families who need it the 
least, while low-income families were 
left with nothing. Worse hit were work-
ing families earning between $10,500 
and $26,600 a year. Working families in 
this tax bracket were completely ig-
nored. The Republican leadership de-
nied them their fair share. 

Mr. Speaker, I want Members to hear 
about a mother from my district, the 
Sixth District of California north of 
San Francisco across the Golden Gate 
Bridge. Cori and her family were cast 
aside by the Republicans. 

Let me tell the Members about Cori. 
Cori came to a local Head Start pro-
gram at a low point in her life. She was 
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